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mean the limits of my world (T 5.6). The use of the proncm
*my* to modify 'language' and 'world' implicitly introduces tiie
notion of solipsism. It emerges completely in the succeeding
remarks where Wittgenstein identifies language with *my language*
and world with 'my world', and the latter with the subject
Wittgenstein says : 'Logic pervades the world : the limits of
the world are also its limits. We cannot think what we cannot
think ; so what we cannot think we cannot say either (T 56.1).'
This remark provides the key to the problem, how much truth
there is in solipsism 'For what the solipsist means is quite correct
only it cannot be said, but makes itself manifest. The world
is my world : this is manifest in the fact that the limits of
language (of that language which alone I understand) mean the
limits of my world (T 5.62)". Here the argument is 'the limits
of my language mean the limits of my world, but all languages
have one and the same logic, and its limits are those of the
world, therefore the limits of my world and of the world are one
and the same ; therefore the world is my world (T 5.6 and 5.61}.
Wittgenstein's argument for solipsism can be summarised as
follows:
1.   the limits of language are  the limits of the subject (Le.
there is only one language I can understand) :
2.  The limits of the world are the limits of language ;
3.   Therefore, the limits of the world are the limits of the sub-
ject (i.e. the world is the my world).
The first thing to note is that what Wittgenstein thought solip-
sism intends to say is entirely different from philosophers e.g.
escartes, Locke, Berkeley and Hume, usually take it to say.
When Wittgenstein says that solipsism is correct he has his
peculiar interpretation of solipsism in mind which can only be
understood in the context of the other doctrines of the Tmctatm.
'Wittgenstein identifies the limits of one's language with tfae
limits of one's self. Wfeat he is oonoeaed with is not: Oe eoqaii-
cal subject but the 'metaphysical* subject discussed m
Hence the only .way of drawing the taits of tfee